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T H E following; papers will give the public fome gencr 
ral view, what appearances there are, that the Briiijh 
conqnefts in North America may be improven, for diffullng 
among the Heathen nations there, the light of the glorious 
gofpel of Chrift : Thefe accounts, imperfeef as they are, it is 
hoped, will excite the prayers and endeavours of many, that 
the Redeemer may have the Heathen for-a heritage, and the 
uttermoft ends of the earth for a poflcffion. 

The collet^ion appointed by the laft General Afiembly, is 
defigned to aflift the board of correfpondents at Bojion^ (who 
ititherto have had no afliftance from Scotland) in carrying on 
their extendve plans for Chriftianizing the Indians. 

To aflift their correfpondents at Neax) York, in the fame 
good work. The Society for propairating ChriJHan Km'wleds;e, 
allow yearly falaries to Mr Johu Brainard, Miflionary to the 
DeLavjare Indians, to Mr (Jccuni, Miflionary to the Otieyda 
Indians', and for educating fomeyouths at the Col¬ 
lege of New fexfey. This is all that the (late of their funds, 
and their many demands at home can admit, till further 
pious donations enable them to enlarge their plan. When 
thefe are received, they (hall be faithfully applied to the par¬ 
ticular pttrpofes direfted by the Donors. 

An account by the Rev. Mr Wheelock, of his ^nfian fchool 
at Lebanon in ConneCiicut, and fome other papers belonging 
to the Society, which were intended to have been puhlifhed, 
cannot be found. 

It is earneftly entreated, that if any Gentlemen have bor¬ 
rowed the above, or any other papers belonging to the So¬ 
ciety, from Mr Kofs, their late Clerk, they will be fo good 
as return them to A. Stevenfon, now Clerk to the Society, 
without delay, there being feveral papers of confequence 
amifling, beddes the above mentioned. 
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ACCOUNT 


OF SOME LATE 

ATTEMPTS to Chriftianize the 


North American Indians, 


Part of a LETTER from the Rev, Mr David 
Boftwick Minifter'at New York, to the Prejes of 
the Committee of Dire^ors of the Society for propaga¬ 
ting Chrijiian Knowledge^ dated 2^d September 1761. 

A Very confiderable tribe of Indians called the Oney- 
das, becaufe they reCde nigh the Oneyda lake, (far 
in the north-weft parts of this government, and in 
the Way to Ofvego,) meeting laft campaign, at the rc- 
duiftion of Canada, with one of our provincial cliaplains, fig- 
nified to him their earneft defire of a Minifter to come and 
refide among them. On receiving intelligence of this, I im¬ 
mediately wrote to Mr Samfon Occum, a native Indian, whofc 
heart die Lord has been pleafed to feize by his clficacious 
grace, who was educated in the Rev. Mr Wheelock’s fchool 
in Connedicut, licenced to preach by an aflbeiation in New 
England, and fince ordained by a Prefbytery on Long IJland, 
where he had preached to a I'mall number of thefe Indians, 
once under the care of Mr Azariah Horton, formerly the 
Society’s MilTionary there. The heart of this man has long 
been fet on a raiflion among the Indians, and once he was 
a(ftually engaged by a Society in London to go among the 
Chirokees. But they foon joining with the French in hoftili- 
ties againft us, he was prevented. On receiving my Letter, he 
immediately concluded to vifit the Oneydas, and make a trial : 
Came to this city on his way fome time in June, preached in 
my pulpit to the moft crowded audience I ever faw, and to 
general acceptance. A colktStion was made for his journey 
A of 
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of ahove L. 75 currency. The Correfpondents refiding in 
this city, wrote to General Amhei'Jl, then at Albany, to fur- 
nifti Mr Ocewm with a pafs, and*wiih recommendations to 
the commanding officers of the feveral pofts on the road ; 
which the General very readily complied with. Letters were 
alfo wrote to JViiliamJvhiJon, the Superintendent oiIndian 
affairs, begging that he would recommend Mr Occum to the 
Vneydas as a Minifler ; which he did. Thus forwarded, he 
arrived at the Oneyda lake, the latter end of June. 

He has met with a very favourable reception; perhaps the 
more fo, on account oi his being an Indian. He writes, 
Tliat there are fgur confiderablc towns on the Oneyda lake : 
That they have already built a houfe for religious worfhip, 
where he preaches every Lord’s day : T hat he has baptized 
five or fix perfons this fummer ; and that there arc many 
adjacent tribes, amoug whom he intends to make excurfions. 
He has retained his mother-tongue, and can fpeak the lan¬ 
guage of his own tribe, (which is the Nlohegon) fomething 
better than, he can the Englifl). But the Oneyda language 
differs fo much from the Mohegan, that he is obliged to ule 
an interpreter for the prefent, tho’ doubtlefs he would learn 
their language well in a little time, could he refule among 
them. He is married to an Indian woman, who is alfo e- 
fleeraed truly pious, and has fix children, with whom he 
would gladly dwell in that wildcrnefs, if he could be fupport- 
ed as a Miffionary, and very eafily might his children be 

educated in that language.-He well underftands the bufi- 

nefs of farming, having chiefly fupported his family by it, 
while he preached to the little handful of Indians upon Long 
Ifland ; and therefore, could inflrucl the Indians in cultiva¬ 
ting their lands, which aie very good. He has acquired a 
tolerable acquaintance with Latin, Greek and Hebreav, 
with the fciences, &-c. and is really a good Divine. His 
pietv is unquefUonable, having been manifefted ^ by a 
more than ten years cxamplary condudl. His temper is veiy 
amiable and Ghriftian like, full of humility and roecknefs. 
His heart is much fet on preaching the gofpel to the ImlianSy 
and he feems willing to fpend and be fpent, to do or fufter 
any thing for their converfion and falvation. In fliort, no¬ 
thing is wanting to fix him there, but a fupport. ^ He pur- 
pofes to come down this autumn, and fpend the winter with 
his family, (yet on Long IJIand), and ’tis likely he will try to 
remove his family to the Oneyda lake in the fpring. We 
fhall endeavour to fupport him by contribution, till fomc 
furer method can be found, or affiftance be obtained from 
fpQie charitable Society in or England. I therefore 

humbly 
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hambly requeft, as this event has opened To agreeable a pro- 
Ipea for I'preading the gofpel among the Heathen, that the 
Society would receive Mr Occiirn as their Miffionary, with 
proper inilru^i'tions, and liberty to draw upon them for fuch 
lalary as they (hall fix ; and w'ould commit the management 
of laid railiion, to thofe of the Correfpondcnts who refide is 
this city, as we are moll convenient to write to, or receive 
intelligence from that part of the wildernefs. 


From the Rev. Mr Samuel Mather’j Letter to 
Dr Wifharc, dated Bofton, 2^d Auguft 1761. 

I Had lately fome converfation with a plain well meaning 
perfon, who lived a feAv years among the Oneyda Ifuliam, 
at a place called Ohonoguagie, about 200 miles from PhiUu 
dslphia. He tells me, that there are about 300 fouls there : 
That the Liifc 9 ro 7 oas have two townlliips, each fomewhat 
bigger than the Oneyda ; and that about a hundred miles from 
this is the principal place of the Oneyda^ which is conliderable, 
and has a meeting-houfe built in it : That the people here 
are very defirous of Miffionaries among them : That one 
Peter an Oneyda Indian, (inftru 61 ed a few years ago by Mr 
Halley, then a Miflionary), has taken a deal of pains to in- 
ftru< 5 t them in Chriftian knowledge ; and that he behaves 
well, and has done gooi among them, and when he performs 
divine fcrvice, they generally go to meeting: That about 
16 miles to the weft of Ohonoquagie, there are 200 Indians, 
who generally talk Englifl), and who have an Indian teacher, 
who knows but little, tho’ he Teems well difpofed. Thefe In- 
dians Teem well prepared for an Englijh Miffionary; and they 
learn, by Indians from the further parts, that they alfo arc 
defirous of being inftruded in Chrifiian knowledge. 


From Dr Chauncy’s Sermon, on Occafton of Mr 
Bowman’s Ordination as a Miffionary to the Mo¬ 
hawk Indians, preached at Bolton, Augujt 

1762. 

T he providence of God, by To fucceeding his Britan- 
nk Majefty’s arms, as to put Canada into Englijh 
hands, fceins evidently to point our view to the numerous 
Indian tribes, in our weftern parts, making it our duty to 
endeavour to carry the gofpel to them ; hnee that, which 

has 
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has all along been the “ let,” is now “ taken out of the 

way.” And may I not fay, that the Spirit of grace con¬ 

curs with divine providence in calling upon us to exert 
ourfelves in all wife methods, within our refpedlive fpheres, 
that “God’s King in Sion” may have thefe “ uttermoft 
parts of the earth for his pofleffion?” To what elfe can 

we fo juftly attribute the ferious concern, relative to the 

fpreading the gofpel among thele Indians, which has been 
to generally awakened in the minds of people, upon occafion 
of the marvellous vidlorics the right hand of the Moll High 
has given us over our French enemies, fubjeTing their coun^ 
try to the crown of England P Never did there appear before 
fo flrong and general a difpofition to encourage the fending 
•'the word of falvation” to them. 

’Tis in confequence of this good difpofition, and the 
charitable effects of it, that wc have now two MilTion- 
aries in the Mo/;rtU’^-countiy; one, the worthy paftor of 
the church at Brookfield, who is gone for a time only : 
The other, a promifing young man, who went with a 
view to fpend his life in the fervice, it God (hould be plea- 
fed to give any comfortable profpeft of fuccefs. We have 
lately heard from them, and the news they fend us is fuch as 
will give joy to all who truly love the Redeemer, and difpofe 
them to open their lips in praifes to God. 

They write, “ that, foon after their arrival at Onoquage, 
“ they aflembled tlie chief men of the tribe in this 
place, informing them of their bufinefs, and by whom 
“ they were fent : That, with great folemnity, they 
“ returned their hearty thanks to the honourable com- 
“ mifiioners, and to them for undertaking fo difficult and 

“ arduous a work.-Bur, as three of their principal men 

“ were abfent, they concluded with faying, they fpake 
“ and a>5led only for themfelves and families; adding, that 
“ when thefe three fliould return, they would meet again, 
“ when they fhould be glad to hear again of this matter, 
“ and would return a more compleat anfwer. Upon the 
“■ whole, they all appeared very cordial, as well as thankful.” 

Mr Forbes writes in another Letter, “ The Indians appear 
“ very cordial and well-difpofed. The lafl; Sabbath, (the 
Sabbath preceeding the 29th of June,) we had a very full 
“ and attentive aflembly^ as devout as ever 1 faw, and prp- 
“ perly raifed with a well-tempered zeal. The whole af- 

“ iernbly was moved, -many difeovered a deep forrow for 

“ fin, and were all attention to the word fpoken. Some 
wept and covered their faces. In ffiort, it feemed as if 
“ God was moving by his Spirit upon ihp whole aflembly. 

“Op 
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<< On Monday we vifited moft of the families in town, con- 
verfed with the heads of them upon the things of religion, 
and exhorted the youth and eliildren to the prae^ifing early 
piety. We found levcral under a very ferious concern abom 
their fouls and the future world, and very dcfirous to know 
what they fhould do to be faved. Others we found, (it is to 
“ be remarked here, Mr /frtxy/ey had fpent fome time with this 
tribe of Indians before the war), well eftablifhed in the 
Chriftian faith, and zealoufly engaged in the praAice of 

fober godlinefs.-Every thing looks encouraging here on 

the part of the beneficent defign of our miffion ; and I 
can’t but think, (if we are not greatly wanting) that great 
things might be effeded in favour of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom.” 

He writes in another Letter ftill. The Indians defire to 
have a church gathered, and to have the facrament of the 
Lord’s flipper adminiftred before I leave them. I have dif- 
courfed with a number with this view, and find that feve- 
ral are well eftabliibed in the clTential dodrines of Chriftu 
“ anity, and have an uniform pradical fenfe of religion upon 

their minds.-We have let up a fchool here, * at whicji 

“ we 

* The 7«i/;V«-children might be inftruded in their own towns at 
a much lels expence, than if they were brought to live among us. 
The coft of bringing them would be very confidcrable; and they 
fnuft be permitted every now-and-then to make a vifit to their pa¬ 
rents and friends, w'hich would be a gieat additional charge. 
They muft alfo be boarded and clothed, which would run the ex¬ 
pence very high. Whereas, if they were taught where they now 
live, they might be maintained by their parents; and the only 
charge worth mentioning would be that of fupporting fchool-ma 
fters. More, it may be, would be required for the fupport of in- 
ftruiftors among the Jndiaris, than among ourfelves ; but this great¬ 
er charge would be fmall in companion with the charge the other 
way. And the children might, in their own towns, as conveni¬ 
ently come to fchool, as if they were among us ; for the hidiatt 
wigwams are every %vhere nearer to one another, than the Engltfh 
houles in any of our villages. One fchool in a town would there¬ 
fore very well anfwer all the ends we have in view, as none of the 
tow'ns are lb large, but the children in all of them might enlily meet 
together every day for iplfrudfion. For thele realbns, one of the 
principal things entrufted with our MilTionaries is, to endeavour to 
prepare the way for fetting up fchools for the education of Indian 
children, in whatever it may be proper to inftruft them. And by 
thus providing for their inftruftion, we (hall avoid much need- 
Icfs expence. The education of one Indian lad among us will 
probably coft more than the educjition of twenty in their ow u 
‘ country. 
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we ave inftru^lirtg the children in the knowledge of the 
Englijb language. We have had about a dozen a day for 
“ about twenty days, and find the children are very much 
plealed with it, and give their conftant and feafon- 
able attendance, without any couftraint from their parents. 
Some of them make furpriling proficiency, pronounce the 
‘Mvholfe alphabet'Well, and know each letter; and four 
have got to pronounce diftincl fyllables properly. They 
“ appear to be, in general, very promifing children. The 
inhabitants are vaftly pleafed, that two of our lads * are 
‘‘ come to be with tliem to learn their language; and have, 
of their own accord, offered three of tlieir's, whom they 
would fend to New England to learn our language ; but I 
told them, I mud wait the pleafure of the Commiflioners, 
“ before I could give any encouragement to take them with 
“ me.” t He adds, ‘‘We have got all our matters ripe to 

“ make 

country. And they may, if it be not our own fault, be as well 
educated there, as here ; at lead till they are fitted for the higher 
inftruidion, which there would be no need of giving to more than 
one in an hundred. 

* Thele lads are about 12 years of age, and as promifing as 
any among us. They are, with their own free conlent, devoted 
to the /Www-levvice for life, if God, in his providence, ihall pleafe 
to make way for their being ufeful. *Tis defigned they (hould con¬ 
tinue with the Ndians, till they have learned their language. 
Care is taken that they may be under proper tuition in the Indian 
country; and when they can converfe in their tongue with the 
fame freedom as in their own, they will be brought from thence, 
and put under the bed means of education we have, in order to 
their being qualified for miflionary preachers, or fchool-maders, or 
whatever elfe they may be mod turned for. I may add, belides 
thefe lads, we have a young man under education at our College in 
Ca7iihri'dgey who will, we tied, be fit for fervice, as a fchool-ma- 
der, if not as a Miflionary-preacher, as foon as there will be occa- 
fion for him. 

We have not encouraged the fending thefe boys ; and, as we 
imagine, for very good reafons. The charge of bringing them 
frorn their own homes, and educating them among us, would be 
very great. We have felt the truth of this, as we lately found our- 
felves obliged to pay nearly L. 60 Sterling in lefs than one year for 
three boys only : On which account we thought ourfelves bound, 
in faithdilnefs to thofe who have entruded their money with us, 
not to fpend any more of it in this way, which appears to us e- 
normoufly expenfive. There are other inconveniences in taking lads 
from the /«if/<3«-country;—We can have no lecurity, whatever 
expcnce is laid out upon them, that they (lull be afterwards em¬ 
ployed in fuch fervice as w^ judge proper ; Neither can we know, 

previoully 





** make pro’jofals lo the Indians, and wait only the return 
“ of their chief, who is now expei-Tied. The Indians 

are of a very obliaing difpofition, and well-dhpofed to- 

“ ward religion.- Thomas King iv^ide a fpeech in the name 

of two or three, (who had not been prelent at any of their 
former councils) in which he expreffed a veiy giateful 
fenfe of the care the Commiffioners have taken of the molt 
“ important intereff among them, and, for his own part, he 
greatly rejoiced that they were once more likely to enjoy 
“ the gofpel. He was ready to promile all that lay in his power, 
that the glorious defign Ihould meet with fuccel's. He 
wanted fome more effedual meafures might be taken to 
“ prevent the lin of drunkennefs ; and hoped, till fome way 
was found out, we would pity and pray lor them ; for thc^ 
“ were lb addided to that fin, that they could not refrain 

“ when R-Urn was brought among them.*-All the Chiefs 

** are defirous, that fome efFedual way be taken that no Rum 
be brought among them ; for they fay, tliey plainly ice, 
“ that Rum is deftrudive both to foul and body.” 

From 

previouHy to their coming to us, whether their capacities, temper, 
and inclination to learn, are fuch as we Ihould choofe in the child¬ 
ren we would be at the charge to educate ; and, after ail the pains 
and expence in educating them, they may be vicioufiy turned, or 
their charadcr otherwife fuch as would unfit thepi to be einployed 
by us in the fcrvice for which they mldit be eluecially intended and 
wanted. VV'^hercas, by educating hdiau-chWdvcn in their own 
towns, thefe inconveniencies will all he avoided. Ihe charge will 
be reduced to a fmall thing comparatively;—we may fded out or 
a whole fchool the moft promifing youth for natural powers, good 
temper, and a pious difpofition; and we might get fecuiity from 
their parents, that they fhall be employed in the fei vice their edu¬ 
cation is defigned to fit them for. — Befides all this, Euglijh 
will be far the likelieft, when their education is finllhed, to krve 
as interpreters, fchool-mafters, or milfionary-preachers. Fdiafis, 
though fitted, in a good meafure, for thefe employmenrs, will not 
have that honour in their own country, and among their own peo¬ 
ple, which is highly expedient in order to their being ufeful ; nor 
can they with defirable confidence be relied on. Perhaps, two or 
three Indians at moft, and thefe fuch as have been found, upon 
trial, to be fteddy, prudent, fober and virtuous, will fuffice for all 
the purpofes to which we ftiall have occafion to employ them. A 
fchool therefore for the education of /Wi«?;-children in any of our 
Englijh towns may rcalbnably be looked upon as a 7}ccdlef hurthtn ; 
and, if encouraged, will run into an expence, which may foon cool^ 
that charity which would be the fupport, not only of that, but cif 
all attempts to promote the fpiritual good of thole, whofe lot i» 
call in Heathen darknefs. 
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Frotn thi Reverend Dr Chauncy^s LETTER: to 
Mr Erskine, dated Bofton 2^th QRober 1762. 

I N addition to my fermon at Mr Bovjinan^s ordination, I 
have to fay, with reference to the Indian affair, that Mr 
Forbes, who is returned from his temporary Million, informs 
us, that a church is gathered at Ohonootiagie, an Indian town 
on the banks of Sufquabanah river, more than 400 miles from 
Bofton. The cliurch was conftituied of 10 perfons, 5 males 
and 5 females; and 3 have been added to them fince. The 
Lord’s Supper was once before he came away adminiflred to 
them ; and feveral of their children have been baptized. 
He thinks there is a hopeful profpcdl of doing fervice for 
Chrift. Mr Bowman, after he had let out the week follow¬ 
ing his ordination for the Indian country, was feized with a 
violent fever, of which he was lick nigh unto death. But 
the Lord had mercy on him, and reftored him to ftrength, 
fo that he was able to proceed on his journey, after being de¬ 
fined at leaft fix weeks. And I hope, before now, he has 
joined lyir Bdce, his fellow worker in the kingdom and pa- 
tienee of Chrift, to their mutual joy and fatisfadfion. 

Mr Forbes is a gentleman excellently qualified for the In¬ 
dian fervice. His natural powers are ftrong and lively, his 
acquired accomplifhments very confiderable. He has a good 
talent at knowing men, and adapting himfelf to their peculiar 
turns. He has, I believe, a truly pious foul: aud is particu¬ 
larly filled with Chriftian compallion towards the poor Indi¬ 
ans. And was he not related to one of our churches as their 
paftor, I have heard him fay, he could, with all chearfulnefs, 
devote himfelf to the fervice of the Saviour, among thefe 
unhappy people. I fcarce know of a man like minded, and 
like fpirired; and he is of a firm bodily make, fitting him to 
endure hardihips of any kind. Was it the cuftom among usy 
as it is among you, to transfer the relation of a minifter from 
one people to another, there would be no difficulty in taking 
him for the Indian fervice. 

From Dr Chimney’s Letter to Mrll.xsk\nc, Nov. 2. 1762, 

M r Forbes fpeaks highly of Peter, one of the chiefs at 
Ohomquagie. He efteems him as eminent a chriftian 
as almoft any he knows of among the Englifh. And as this 
Peter can read and write, and has his heart much fet upon 
the propagating Chriftian knowledge among the Indians, he 
thinks it would be an encouragement to him, and a fervice to 
the caufe in general, if he might for the prefent be employ¬ 
ed to teach the Indian children. ’T'is probable we lhall fall 
in with this motion. 


ACT 





A^C T of the Gkneral Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland^ 

CONCERNING 

A General Collection for the propagating 
of the Gospel among the North Americrm 
Indians. 

At Edinburgh^ the 31 ft Day of May 1762. 

T here was tranfmitted to the General Aftembly from the 
Committee for Bills, a Petition in Name of the Society in 
Scotland for propagating Chriftian Knowledge, to the followincr 
Effedl: 

THE faid Society did, in March 1760, commilTion a Number 
** of Gentlemen in New England, as a Board of Correfpondents, 
to plan and execute proper Schemes for fpreading the Knowledge 
of the gofpel among the North American htdia 7 ts. 

“ Thefe Gentlemen being lenfible, that Ignorance of the Indian 
Language has proved one great Obftruftion to this Defign, have 
** agreed to the following Plan : That a certain Number of Indian 
Youths, of promifing Difpofitions, be procured to come and 
live among them, in order to their learning the Englifh Lan- 
“ guage, and being well inftrutfted in the Principles of Religion, 
and in needful Literature: That, at the fame Time, a like 
Number of EngliJ}? young Men, of a hopefol Genius, be lent to 
** live among the Indians, in fome of the beft of their Families, till 
they become acquainted with their Language and Cuftoms; after 
** which they fhall be recalled, and have their Education complea- 
ted under the fame Roof and Mafters with the young hidiasis ; 
** and that, when both are fufficiently fitted for this important Ser- 
vice, they fhall be lent out in Pairs by two and two, an Indian 
and a New E?iglander, to propagate Chriftian Knowledge among 
fome other of the Indian Tribes. But as the Advantage propo- 
fed by this Plan cannot fpeedily take Place, they have further re- 
folved, inftantly to take into their Pay, a few fuitable qualified 
Milfionaries, together with Interpreters, and to fend them to 
fuch of the Indian Tribes, on their Weftern Borders, as feem beft 
‘‘ dilpofed to receive religious Inftrutftion. 

As the Execution of thefe Schemes muft necefTarily require a 
“ confiderable Expence, the faid Correfpondents have opened, in 
** the Town of Bojion, two Subferiptions; the one for an annual 
Sum, to enable them to begin their Work ; the other for a ca- 
pital Stock, payable on Condition that the CammilTioners fhall 
be eredled into a Body corporate: In both which Subferiptions, 
they have met with uncommon Succefs, from the forward Difpo- 
“ fition of their People to encourage fo good a Defign. They fur- 
Y ther have Rcafon to believe. That the General Court, or Aftembly 
B of 
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of the Province, will appoint for them a Colleaio'n through all 
“ their Churches, or grant them Aid fome other Way. But as, 
r cannot expeft to obtain near fuch a Sum, as (hall 

“ be fufficient for effctftually executing their extenfive Plan, with- 
out the Affiftance of their Mother-Country, they have follicited, 
** though in the inoft modeft Ter/ns, the Society in SeotUind for 
propagating Chrlftian Knowledge, to apply in their Behalf to the 
“ General AlTembly of the Church Scotland. 

‘‘ The Society perfuade themfelves, that the Venerable Affembly 
“ will Ihew the moft favourable Difpolition towards an Underta- 
‘ king, which fo much concerns the Advancement of the Kinodom 
‘‘ of Christ, in the dark Places of the Earth, that are fiTll 
‘ the Habitations of Cruelty. The amazing Succcls, with which 
“ God has been pleafed to blefs the Britijh Arms in thole remote 
“ Parts, ftrongly pleads for our warmeft Returns of Gratitude : And 
“ furely, no Tellimony of our Thankfulnefs can be more peculiarly 
“ fuitable, than improving the fignal Advantage we had gained by 
“ thefe Conquefts, for fpreading the knowledge of God and of Jesus 
“ CHRiST,and pronjoting the bell, the eternal Interells of mankind. 
“ If Britain and her Colonies lhall exert fufficient Vigour in this ge- 
“ nerous Delign, it may be hoped, that Providence will preferve in 
“ our Polleffion, for the good of the Conquered, as well as for our 
“ own Benefit, a confiderable Part of thefe important Acquifitions: 
“ Certain it is, that nothing can tend more to fecure to us the Af- 
“ ftflion of the Indian Tribes, and to leflen the Influence of the 
“ French over them, than the Iprcading among them our holv< 
“ Chrillian reformed Religion. 

“ It is therefore hoped, that the Venerable AlTembly will give 
“ all Encouragement to a Defign of fuch Importance to the Interells 
“ of Religion and of Mankind^ and to the Peace and Profperity 
“ ol Britain and her Colonies ; and will be pleafed to grant fuch 
“ Aimiance to it, by appointing a Colle» 5 lion to be made in the 
“ feveral Pariffi Churches, or otherwife, as they lhah think meet.’* 

THE General Allembly having confidered what is above repre- 
fented, did unanimoufly agree to grant the Delire of the Society : 
And do accordingly appoint. That a General Colledion be made 
in all the Pariffi Churches of Scot landy for this moll charitable Pur- 
pole : That the Money colle« 5 ted be tranfmitted to Mr John David- 
Jon Writer to the Signet, and Treafurer to the faid Society : 
Phat the Colleilion be made within the Bounds of the Prefbytery 
of Edhihirghy on the firft Sabbath of February next; and by the 
Other Prelbyteries, on a Day to be named by them, fuch as they 
lliall judge moll proper for anfwering the Defign, betwixt and the 
fixfi of /IpriI next. And the feveral Prelbyteries are hereby required 
to make Report to their refpedtive Synods, concerning their Ob- 
fervance of this Appointment. And the General AlTembly ordains 
this A <51 to be read from the Pulpits of the feveral Churches, on the 
Lord’s^ Day immediately preceeding the Day appointed for the 
Collet.'lton, with fuitable Exhortations. £xtra>fled by 

GEORGE WISH ART, Clt, Ecc. Scot, 
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